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Dear Friends

‘Hallelujah, Hallelujah, give thanks to the Risen Lord’

What a wonderful Holy Spirit filled Easter we celebrated, with numbers attending the services up from last
year. We were blessed with visitors holidaying on the canal and from the local community. As a church, a

body of God’s people continue to pray those visitors back into the fold of the church.

From Easter we move to the Baptist Assembly in Blackpool; a tremendous time of Praise, Worship, Study and
Friendship making.

We have entered the season of festivals — Spring Harvest having come to a close, the likes of Leading Edge,
Keswick Convention and the Gorsley Festival to name a few.

For those attending it will be a time of refreshing, breathing in tune with the Holy Spirit and listening to what
God has to say.

For the majority however, the refreshing comes from the weekly gathering for worship in the local church.
How is that refreshing found in the local church when so often we are in conflict with one another?
Don’t get me wrong, to differ is healthy but to be self seeking is destroying.

During my time in Blackpool | was personally challenged by the message delivered by Julie Pennington-
Russell on the Saturday evening with the text from Matthew 12: 24-30 ‘The Parable of the Weeds'.

| was so moved that it caused me to take a step forward, seek prayer and know that the joining of the two
churches is not only God’s will but His delight. Confirmation that my calling to serve in Salem and Union
Place is and was God'’s will.

Q) How does the minister lead those who do not wish to be led?

Q) How does the minister encourage and in love say to the churches, ‘kneel down in prayer, get up, get
going and do the work He is calling you to’.

I've realised that the only answer is through prayer, prayer and more prayer and then pray again.

As we met on the Saturday morning to look at where we might worship into the future, it became obvious
that there is a greater desire to ‘save our church’ than to be Christ’s witnesses in the community. The lack of
enthusiasm has weighed heavy on my heart, yet through ‘Prayer’ | see the light. The weeds in the parable

will not choke God’s plan, a uniting, worshipping, community church we will become.

In the next few weeks major decisions will have to be made, we will need to leave the past behind and to put
the future in the hands of the present.

God will place us where He wants us to be not where we crave for self indulgence.















